2009年國立台北科技大學 電資學院暨機電學院 英語競賽試題
民國98年12月29日星期二

1、 綜合測驗40%：就下列英語句子前後文語意，語法結構，一般對話邏輯及英語文慣用法，選出最適切的答案選項。

1. (Conversation)

Student A:  _____ John in trouble with his calculus assignment?

Student B: I am afraid the answer is yes. 


(A) Does
(B) Did
(C) Is
(D) Were 

2. (Conversation)

Student A: What do you call a triangle with an angle that measures more than 90°?
Student B: A/An _____ triangle.


(A) non-oblique
(B) right
(C) acute
(D) obtuse
3. (Conversation in class)
Student A: What is three to the power of five?

Student B: I believe it is _____.

(A) fifteen

(B) one hundred and twenty-five


(C) eight

(D) two hundred and forty-three

4.  (Conversation)

Student A: John scored more than 50 points in the basketball game.
Student B: Nay… come on. That’s _____. 


(A) politically correct
(B) extremely terrible

(C) absolutely impossible
(D) just so true
5. (Conversation)

Student A: How did you spend last weekend?

Student B: I just lay down under the sun and enjoyed _____ nothing.  


(A) having been done
(B) to do


(C) being done

(D) doing

6. (Conversation)

Student A: Did you find Jack in the office last night?

Student B: No. When I got to the office, he _____. 


(A) had already left
(B) has already left 


(C) was still leaving
(D) was already left 

7. (Conversation)

Student A: About what did you talk to Sue?

Student B: I asked her _____. 


(A) where we are going
(B) where are we going


(C) that we are going
(D) whether for us to go
8.  (Conversation)

Student A: It’s thirteen below outside and I can’t find my gloves.

Student B: Here. Use mine. I have _____. 


(A) neither of them
(B) a legitimate one


(C) an extra pair

(D) a decent set 

9. (Conversation)

Student A: Wow, how did you move the rock so heavy like that?

Student B: Actually, I would not have been able to move it _____ Jack’s help. 


(A) under
(B) over
(C) for
(D) without

10. (Conversation)

Student A: I can’t see anything. Where is the light _____?

Student B: To the right of the door knob. 


(A) plug
(B) switch
(C) faucet
(D) case

11. (Conversation)

Student A: What am I supposed to do if my personal computer _____?

Student B: You might need to reboot it.  


(A) pastes
(B) highlights
(C) scrolls
(D) crashes
12. (Conversation)

Student A: How can I loosen the nut?

Student B: You will need a _____.


(A) wrench
(B) saw
(C) bolt
(D) hammer

13. (Conversation)

Student A: Why was Prof. Chen late for the morning class?

Student B: I guess his car _____ on the road. 


(A) took off
(B) called off
(C) broke down
(D) pulled out

14. (Conversation)

Student A: Don’t touch the wire. You will get an electric _____.

Student B: I know. I appreciate your warning. 


(A) shock
(B) current
(C) surprise
(D) charge

15. (Conversation)

Office Worker A: Do you know why the torch is not working?
Office Worker B: I believe the _____ must have used up. 


(A) chisels
(B) batteries
(C) memories
(D) disks

16. (Conversation)

Woman: See what we have got from the supermarket: meat, vegetables, fruits, beers…

Man: Yes. It seems difficult to _____ a larger fridge. 


(A) put off
(B) knock down
(C) do without

(D) stand for

17. (Conversation)

Student A: What do you think about pollution problems? 

Student B: Most people know them, but not many people have _____ any solutions.


(A) thought over 

(B) got round to 


(C) looked into 

(D) come up with

18. (Conversation)
Student A: What will the road condition be like tomorrow?
Student B: The weather bulletin reports the roads _____


(A) clear of snow. 
(B) clear snow

(C) being clear snow
(D) clearing snow
19. (Conversation)

Student A: Do you still have a hair ban?
Student B: People in this community don’t consider _____ have their hair grow long. 

(A) it is strange for students 
(B) it strange for students to
(C) it strange of students
(D) it is strange students 
20. (Conversation)

Student A: Where do you keep your digital photos in your notebook?

Student B: I keep them all in a/an __________ called "Photos".


(A) packet
(B) folder
(C) icon
(D) box
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2、 閱讀能力測驗 30%：閱讀以下4篇文章，就所附問題，依文章大意，選出最適切之答案。
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A secant line of a curve is a line that (locally) intersects two points on the curve. It can be used to approximate the tangent to a curve, at some point f. If the secant to a curve is defined by two points, P and Q, with P fixed and Q variable, as Q approaches P along the curve, the direction of the secant approaches that of the tangent at P, assuming there is just one. As a consequence, one could say that the limit of the secant's slope is that of the tangent. In calculus, this idea is the basis of the geometric definition of the derivative. A chord is the portion of a secant that lies within the curve.

21. From what source would the passage most probably be taken?
(A) An encyclopedia.
(B) A fortune teller guide.
(C) An entertainment magazine.
(D) An election pamphlet. 
22. According to the passage and the graph, which of the following statements is true?

(A) A radius is larger than a diameter in length.
(B) A secant line is part of a chord.
(C) The basic idea of the derivative comes from the round shape. 
(D) The slope of a tangent to a curve at some point could be calculated by the approximation of the limit of the secant’s slope.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
A pigeon, having been cruising in the air long, was in excessive thirst. She happened to see a cup of water--which was painted on a signboard. Since she somehow did not take it to be only a picture, she cried loud, flew towards it and unwittingly dashed against the signboard. She hit herself so terribly that she had broken her wings by the blow. She fell to the ground, and was caught by one of the bystanders.   

23. Which of the following statements is true?

(A) The pigeon was thirsty and angry.
(B) The pigeon did not take the painted cup of water to be an image.
(C) The pigeon hit the signboard in a uniquely wise manner.

(D) The pigeon must have drunk too much water.

24. What is the moral of this story? 
(A) A man is known by the company he keeps
(B) People should learn to save for the rainy days. 

(C) Even in an anxious situation, you need sound judgment.. 

(D) True confidence is the promise of success.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Quite a number of youngsters find themselves hooked to the net long hours each day—they are Net Geners. Immersed in digital technology, they are keen to try new things at high speed. They want university to be fun and interesting. So they should enjoy the delight of discovering things for themselves on campus. As Seymour Papert, one of the world’s foremost experts on how technology can provide new ways to learn put it: “The scandal of education is that every time you teach something, you deprive a child of the pleasure and benefit of discovery.”
25. Which of the following statements is true?

(A) Students are happy with whatever they are taught at school.
(B) Youngsters are addicted to new video games.

(C) The more materials instructors have to teach in class, the more knowledgeable students become.
(D) Youngsters are willing to learn something new.
26. Which of the following statements correctly characterizes Seymour Papert’s attitude toward education? 

(A) School is a place to discover, not to teach. 

(B) Youngsters don’t need to go to college. They can teach themselves at home. 

(C) New technology can be found nowhere but in school.
(D) Young people do not dislike having funny college education.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
According to new information released by Facebook last week, the company is now running “somewhere in the neighborhood of 30,000 servers”. The company is also collecting a huge 25 terabytes (a terabyte roughly equivalent to 1,000 gigabytes) of log data per day, which is supposedly “the equivalent of about 1,000 times the volume of mail delivered daily by the U.S. Postal Service”. With so much growth over the past two years, the company has been forced to invest heavily in infrastructure. There have been large capital investments in infrastructure at Facebook over the past couple years. The company previously borrowed $100 million to fund server expansion, and with around 20,000 new servers, it’s clear that a decent portion (if not all) of that loan has now been allocated. The company now has about 230 engineers on staff out of the more than 900 employees and there are more than 80 billion images now stored by Facebook. Overall there is an impressive amount of data being stored by Facebook, much of which is being accessed on a daily basis. This is why delivery of information has become one of the most significant issues for Facebook. Over 600,000 photos are served each second.

27. Why is the U.S. Poster Service mentioned in the passage?
(A) It is the business that earns money.
(B) It is a contrastive example to show how huge the data flow is.
(C) It is used as an example of exaggeration to show how diversified the service is. 
(D) It is regarded as the most valuable service in the U.S.
28. Why has delivery of information become one of the most significant issues of Facebook?
(A) Popularity rules.
(B) Quality is the first priority.
(C) Volume matters the most. 
(D) Images say more than words. 
29. To what end did the company borrow $100 millions from the bank?

(A) To purchase the 80 billion images.
(B) To pay debts the company owes to employees. 
(C) To expand the infrastructure of the organization. 
(D) To improve their R&D.
30. Which of the following statement is true?

(A) A total of 5,000 servers are being run by the company.
(B) Innovation, instead of data delivery, will become the #1 issue in Facebook.
(C) Of all the employees in the Facebook, more than a half of them are engineers. 
(D) The U.S. Poster Service has approximately 25 gigabyte of data flow per day.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The New York Times is to cut 100 jobs in its newsroom, amounting to about 8% of its journalism workforce, as it struggles with financial woes brought on by a collapse in global newspaper advertising revenue. In an email to staff, the paper’s executive editor, Bill Keller, said the publisher would be offering voluntary redundancy packages to employees. But he warned that if take-up proves to be poor, the NYT will shift up a gear to compulsory layoffs. “I hope that won’t happen, but it might.” The paper is published by the New York Times Company which also owns the International Herald Tribune, the Boston Globe, 15 regional papers and dozens of websites. This parent company recently reported a $35 million loss for the first half of the year, hit by a drop in both print and online advertising. Staff at the NYT have already taken 5% pay cuts and Keller admitted that those who remain will face larger workloads. The paper’s newsroom employs 1,250 people, far more than any other American newspaper, and it is one of the few titles with national distribution in the U.S. Pay reductions announced last year were intended to avert job losses but the publisher’s financial deterioration has proven worse than anticipated. The NYT has been examining the possibility of recouping lost revenue by charging for access to its website. The paper said earlier this year that it was examining either a “metered” system whereby readers would be required to pay after a certain number of page views, or a “membership” model charging for certain special offerings.

31. Which of the following statements about Bill Keller is true?

(A) He has been a NYT reader all his life. 

(B) He is a news commentator.
(C) He is in charge of the paper’s editor department. 

(D) He is the most popular columnist in NYT.

32. What is the problem that the NYT has to be faced with?

(A) Politics.
(B) Illiteracy. 

(C) Socialism.
(D) Finance.
33. What is the style of the passage?

(A) Descriptive.
(B) Persuasive.
(C) Inquisitive.
(D) Cynical. 
34. What is the possible solution for the NYT to get itself out of trouble?

(A) They offer more websites to the readers—free. 
(B) They ask for a certain type of membership fees for special service.
(C) Readers are required to pay for page views comprehensively.
(D) They raise the price for newspaper copies. 
35. Which of the following statements about the passage is true?

(A) The NYT financial woes are largely caused by fewer revenues in advertisements. 
(B) The NYT will by no means resort to layoffs to solve the problem. 
(C)A large number of newspapers are nowadays published in the U.S. 
(D) With more people enforced to leave the company, the current employers will have to take smaller workloads. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
3、 翻譯測驗10%：請將下列句子中文英文互譯 (註：不需要逐字翻譯，但譯文句式結構要完整，語意需相同)。
1. 台北科技大學學生大多很優秀，他們言行謹慎，課業用功。 
2. 讓台灣人經常引以為榮的兩件事是：高科技工業製造技術與快速的經濟發展。
3. 能夠一個人坐在這裡喝咖啡，看看書，感覺真的很讚。
4. Missed calls and shaky umpiring have been an embarrassment for Major League Baseball throughout the 2009 postseason.

5. The merits of competition by examination are somewhat questionable, but competition in the certain knowledge of failure is positively harmful.
4、 寫作測驗20%：請就以下主題，寫出一篇長度約略為200字的文章。
Writing Topic: Every generation of people is different in important ways. How is your generation different from your parents’ generation? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer. 
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